Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.033; wR factor = 0.070; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.4.
Related literature
For the use of halogenated benzoates to stimulate the microbial dechlorination of polychlorinated biphenyls, see: Deweerd & Bedard (1999) . For related structures, see: Gowda et al. (2008) ; Saeed et al. (2010) ; Yathirajan et al. (2007) . For bond lengths, see Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 4-bromophenyl benzoate (Gowda et al., 2008) , methyl 4-(bromomethyl)benzoate (Yathirajan et al., 2007) and methyl 3,5-dibromo-4-methylbenzoate (Saeed et al., 2010) have been reported. In view of the importance of benzoates, the crystal structure of title compound, (I), C 12 H 11 Br 2 NO 4 , is reported.
The title methyl benzoate compound, (I), consists of an ortho substituted N, N diacetyl group and meta substituted dibromine atoms (Fig. 2) . Crystal packing is stabilized by weak C-H···O intermolecular interactions (Table 1) .
Preparation of 2-amino-3, 5-dibromobenzoic acid: A mixture of 2-aminobenzoic acid (25 g, 0.1822 mol) in acetic acid (50 mL) was cooled at 273 -278 K. A mixture of bromine (32.79 g, 10.5 mL, 0.1822 mol) in acetic acid (1:1 by Vol.) was added drop wise over 30 min. After addition, the mixture was stirred at 273-278 K for one hour and at room temperature for 3-4 hours. To the mixture, water (100ml) was added at 288-293 K. The solid was filtered, washed with water (50 mL x 2), and dried at 353 K for 5 hrs (Yield -93 %).
Preparation of methyl 2-(N-acetylacetamido)-3,5-dibromobenzoate: In a 500 mL round bottomed flask, acetic anhydride (150 mL) warmed at 353 K, 2-amino-3,5-dibromobenzoic acid ( 50 g, 0.1695 mol) was added over 30 minutes. The mixture was refluxed at 411-413 K and maintained for 4 hrs, cooled to room temperature and filtered.
The crystallization was done using methanol. The title compound was obtained as an unexpected product as shown in Scheme 1. X-ray quality crystals were obtained by a slow evaporation from methanol solution (m.p.: 380-383 K).
Refinement
All of the H atoms were placed in their calculated positions and then refined using the riding model with Atom-H lengths of 0.95Å (CH), or 0.98Å (CH 3 ). Isotropic displacement parameters for these atoms were set to 1.20-1.21 (CH) or 1.47-1.50 (CH 3 ) times U eq of the parent atom.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . Reaction scheme of the title compound. 
